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Comment: There seems to be a 

belief amongst climate activists at 

the event that the war in Ukraine 

should accelerate the 

implementation of wind and solar.

In most of the world, there is 

presently a mad scramble for 

conventional energy, oil, natural 

gas and coal.  Prices are being 

driven sky-high because climate 

activists and banking gurus like 

Mark Carney have driven 

investment out of fossil fuels –

creating a shortage and thus 

energy price spikes. The Ukraine 

conflict exacerbated this trend.



Mark Carney 
is wrong.

https://blog.friendsofscience.

org/2020/09/13/stranded-

assets-are-a-myth-mark-

carney/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2020/09/13/stranded-assets-are-a-myth-mark-carney/


Inconvenient Facts for Climate Activists

Energy and the Economy
Claim:
Energy is not a major contributor to Canada’s income, 
especially outside of Alberta.

Facts:
While the energy sector GDP in Alberta in 2020 was the 
highest in Canada at $59.6 billion, it was significant in all 
provinces, including notably Ontario ($15.6 billion), 
Quebec ($12.0 billion), British Columbia ($11.8 billion) 
and Saskatchewan $10.5 billion).
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/12/30/natural-resources-canada-inconvenient-facts-for-climate-activists/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/12/30/natural-resources-canada-inconvenient-facts-for-climate-activists/




How are things made?
From what?



Canadian Climate Institute (formerly The 
Canadian Institute for Climate Choices)

We are Canada’s leading climate change policy research organization, producing the rigorous 
analysis and evidence-based recommendations that are needed to advance climate resilience, 
chart net zero pathways, and drive long-term prosperity. The strength of our work is rooted in our 
independence, in the diversity and depth of our staff, board and advisors in fields from climate 
mitigation to adaptation and clean growth, and in the breadth of the stakeholders and rights 
holders we engage through our research.

We are non-partisan, independently governed and a registered Canadian charity: 71860 4119 
RR0001.

https://climatechoices.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2021/05/CICC-AR21-

EN_FINAL.pdf

https://climatechoices.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/CICC-AR21-EN_FINAL.pdf


Net Zero 
Advisory 
Body



Conflating 
Extreme 
Weather 
and Climate





Extreme 
Weather –
Wildfire 
Events are 
Integral to 
Climate and 
Not Getting 
Worse



Curiously, this Activist just appeared in a BBC Panorama documentary 
trashing BC wood pellet industry, 
esp Drax – a baseload energy provider in the UK. 
Now he’s on stage in Canada 

https://ember-climate.org/about/people/phil-macdonald/

Wind is 9 

times 

cheaper

https://ember-climate.org/about/people/phil-macdonald/


Wind drives UP 
power prices 
and 
destabilizes the 
grid



Magical Thinking! 

Claim: Connecting dots on climate and extreme weather. [WRONG]

Gas price crisis, Ukraine, cost of living, core is fossil fuels –

decarbonizing is most important thing to do. [WRONG – core is lack of 

investment in fossil fuels=energy shortage+price shock]

UK where I’m from gas prices ten times what they were a year ago. 

Very good idea to invest in a strategy to half our gas, energy security 

for UK invest, decarbonize b/c that delivers you. [WRONG – wind and 

solar need nimble back-up…natural gas!]

You don’t need to care about climate …you saved the economy money -

you don’t need to care about NetZero. [WRONG – NO savings. Huge 

costs+reliability challenges. Still need natural gas!]

People generally understand some of this  now…run as fast as you can. 

The stars have magically aligned. [WRONG – no magic. No stars. Just 

green climate policies driving the economy into the ditch.]

https://blog.friend

sofscience.org/2

021/06/09/magic

al-thinking-why-

net-zero-is-

neither-possible-

nor-desirable/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/06/09/magical-thinking-why-net-zero-is-neither-possible-nor-desirable/


Finance Folks go for Alberta Renewable PPAs to 
‘Green’ their Banking – In Fact, it costs Albertans 
a Fortune for no Power Grid Benefit

https://www.newswi

re.ca/news-

releases/rbc-signs-

second-long-term-

renewable-energy-

power-purchase-

agreement-

816823267.html

https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/rbc-signs-second-long-term-renewable-energy-power-purchase-agreement-816823267.html


The Finance People are all part of the 
Network for Greening the Financial System



One of the Finance 
People said 
“Investment 
Advisers are not 
climate conversant” 
but they would be 
studying it…



One Person Really liked the IPCC SR1.5 Report – which 
focused on the Implausible RCP 8.5 Scenario. The Most 
Recent IPCC AR6 WGI Report Sees No Crisis

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2018/10/30/faulty-premises-

poor-public-policy-on-climate-responding-to-ipcc-sr15/

Video:

https://youtu.be/dITM8ufTItU

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2018/10/30/faulty-premises-poor-public-policy-on-climate-responding-to-ipcc-sr15/
https://youtu.be/dITM8ufTItU


Fantasy vs Reality

Wind 

and 

Solar



Global Competitor



Impotent Policies



Mesmerized.



Hydrogen Illusion

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2022/10/02/canadas-hydrogen-policy-fiasco-costs-

and-expectations-are-out-of-this-world/

Currently, however, 
the estimated cost of 
such generation 
using wind and solar 
energy is 17 times 
the cost of natural 
gas.

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2022/10/02/canadas-hydrogen-policy-fiasco-costs-and-expectations-are-out-of-this-world/


More Fantasy vs Reality



All the Big 
Hydro is Taken





Canada is accepting 
400,000 immigrants 
every year. The goal 
is to add 63 million 
people.



Too Far. Too Fast

MINISTER GUILBEAULT

His program highlights:

Clean Electricity Standard – this is probably most difficult 

“I don’t think we have ever seen a rate of deployment in terms 
of investment. US IRA $369 billion, but we are deploying $109 
billion in Canada, less $ than US but per capita 3 times what 
they are doing.

He noted that normally it would take 5-6 yrs to pass these  
regulations/legislation. The time frames we’ve imposed is 3 
years.

MINISTER WILKINSON

Most important and challenging issue is the [east-west power] grid – if I 
think about challenging – I think of building the [Canadian Pacific] railway

But that doesn’t address the doubling or tripling of power generation 
capacity

That’s not simple where we basically used up most of the big hydro that’s 
relevant

Part of what we need to do is work with provinces and 
territories…flexible and speedy…working w them on 
interties…developing and investing in the power generation program,

bringing forward grid council  - people should not underestimate the 
challenge

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2018/11/1

8/in-the-dark-on-renewables-rebutting-

deloitte-insights-and-climate-reality/

Video:

https://youtu.be/l7ZUiz-vQgA

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2018/11/18/in-the-dark-on-renewables-rebutting-deloitte-insights-and-climate-reality/
https://youtu.be/l7ZUiz-vQgA


National Blackouts.
Impossible Parameters. Ridiculous Costs.

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2015/09/29/power-generation-information-on-difficulties-of-

instituting-the-proposed-wind-hydro-national-grid-network-in-acting-on-climate-change/ https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2015/09/29/power-generation-information-on-difficulties-of-instituting-the-

proposed-wind-hydro-national-grid-network-in-acting-on-climate-change/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2015/09/29/power-generation-information-on-difficulties-of-instituting-the-proposed-wind-hydro-national-grid-network-in-acting-on-climate-change/
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2015/09/29/power-generation-information-on-difficulties-of-instituting-the-proposed-wind-hydro-national-grid-network-in-acting-on-climate-change/


Contracts for 
Differences



Why are we doing this?

“Based on a report by the Parliamentary Budget Officer, we believe that a successful CCfD

program could directly accelerate up to 40 million tonnes worth of emissions reductions by 2030.”

For context: Ontario’s entire emissions 

are about equal to those of the city of 

Beijing, China. In fact, the annual 

emissions from cigarette smoking in 

Communist China is 36-million tonnes 

CO2e. Ontario's GHG emissions in 2020 

were 149.6 megatonnes (MT) of carbon 

dioxide equivalent (CO2e).



#COP27 – Here Comes the “Climate Leader”

“The federal government should take urgent action to guarantee the scheduled increases in the 

carbon price through 2030, and to guarantee the future value of carbon credits. Reducing the 

policy risks faced by firms will accelerate investment in Canada’s industrial decarbonization. The 

federal government should announce its plan to address the carbon-pricing certainty gap as soon 

as possible, and detail it no later than the 2023 Federal Budget. This will show Canadian industry 

that the government is serious about guaranteeing the carbon price, and start driving urgently-

needed investment right away. An ideal opportunity to announce the plan would be at the United 

Nations Climate Change Conference (COP27) in November 2022. This will help position Canada 

as a climate leader and back up the Prime Minister’s global carbon-pricing challenge with tangible 

action.”



Liberal climate plan looks to guarantee a carbon price, no 
matter who is in power 'It is something that I think makes a lot of sense,' says 

energy industry executive https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bakx-carbon-price-ccfd-1.6402804

Former public servant of 27 years, diplomat for 10 years - Robert Lyman’s comments: 

I have never seen an example of hubris that exceeds this proposal, no doubt inspired by the companies and 
groups that now expect to benefit competitively from the proposed freezing of carbon tax rates in future at the 
rates already announced, but not implemented by the Trudeau government.

Where does one start to explain what is wrong with this idea? First, perhaps, with feasibility. In Canada, the 
legislation approved by the present Parliament, including that governing taxation and expenditures, cannot bind 
the actions of a future Parliament. In other words, the policies and taxes imposed by the Trudeau government can 
be amended or rescinded by any future Parliament.

Second, there is the fact that the present Canadian carbon tax rate is one of the highest in the world. Only 46 
national governments have implemented carbon dioxide tax regimes, and most of them have rates of $30 per 
tonne or less

https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bakx-carbon-price-ccfd-1.6402804


…Contracts for Difference

Third, the Canadian system of taxation and expenditure include hundreds, if not thousands, of special provisions that grant advantages to 
one group or another, ranging from child tax credits, to incentives for sports organizations and charities, to investment incentives for 
some industries. No other group, to my knowledge, has ever had the arrogance to ask that it be granted guarantees that its fiscal 
privileges will be assured for the future.

Fourth, carbon dioxide taxes are only one of over 300 current policy and program measures that federal and provincial governments have 
implemented to promote the reduction of GHG emissions. Together they mark an unprecedented set of interventions for a small number 
of industries. I counted 24 different generic subsidies to renewable energy industries alone. If they were to be "guaranteed" the indefinite 
continuation of their carbon price advantages, would they expect the continuation of, even guarantee of, all the other favours?

This proposal makes no sense.

-------------------------

Michelle’s comment - Disconcerting to me, there were numerous odd, sly comments about bringing in these plans in a ‘democracy’ 
throughout the program.



Where will the $109 Billion 
come from? You?



https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/03/01/when-giants-arise-the-real-world-of-ghg-emissions-

and-growth/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/03/01/when-giants-arise-the-real-world-of-ghg-emissions-and-growth/


Additional Resources



https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2019

/05/01/climate-change-your-mind-

rebutting-canadian-governments-

climate-report/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2019/05/01/climate-change-your-mind-rebutting-canadian-governments-climate-report/




About 
Friends of Science
Friends of Science Society is an independent group of earth, 
atmospheric and solar scientists, engineers, and citizens 
that is celebrating its 20th year of offering climate science 
insights. After a thorough review of a broad spectrum of 
literature on climate change, Friends of Science Society has 
concluded that the sun is the main driver of climate change, 
not carbon dioxide (CO2).
Friends of Science Society

PO Box 61172 RPO Kensington

Calgary AB T2N 4S6

Canada

Toll-free Telephone: 1-888-789-9597

Web: friendsofscience.org

E-mail: contact(at)friendsofscience(dot)org

Web: climatechange101.ca

https://friendsofscience.org/
https://climatechange101.ca/

